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What is a limited structural inspection? 
  
 

 

The kind of inspection and report that would be carried out by a Structural Engineer differs from that which a 

Building Surveyor might provide. The latter is traditionally referred to as a ‘full structural survey’, but in recent 

years this has become more commonly known as a ‘building survey’. 

 

Generally we do not carry out ‘full structural surveys’. 

 

As Structural Engineers we would primarily be concerned with those elements of the building that contribute to 

structural stability and robustness and will be looking specifically for any evidence of recent or ongoing 

movement, cracking, distortions or similar. 

 

We would only be looking at elements of the building or structure that are readily visible and accessible. We 

would not move large furniture, stored items, vegetation and the like that could be masking defects, nor would 

we lift floorboards or open up any structural fabric. Of course if these can be moved or opened up prior to or 

during our visit, by others, then would inspect elements thereby exposed. 

 

We would not enter confined spaces or areas at height unless safe access can be provided. 

 

Hence, the ‘inspection’ is ‘limited’ in this respect. 

 

Please note that for most instances this is sufficient for us to determine the extent, nature and cause of most 

structural problems. 

 

Our subsequent written report would advise upon the likely cause and remedy of any structural defects 

identified, or conversely confirm that there are no structural defects of concern. However, sometimes it may be 

necessary to carry out more intrusive investigations to expose specific elements for a more detailed appraisal 

and, if this should arise, we would advise accordingly. 

 

 

For reference purposes, the exclusion wording that will be included in all of our reports will be as follows:- 

 

This ‘Report’ is prepared for the sole use of the person, firm, or company to whom it is addressed (together 

with that of any other person, firm, or company whose interest was disclosed to and accepted by us prior to 

its preparation) and no responsibility is accepted by us to any other party whatsoever for the whole or part of 

its contents. 

 

Please note that this ‘Report’ is not a full Structural, Building, or Valuation Survey but is confined to the matters 

described therein. It does not include any mechanical, heating or electrical systems; external surfaces or 

landscaping features; nor any fixtures, fittings and sanitary ware. 

 

We have not inspected woodwork or other parts of the structure which are covered, unexposed, or 

inaccessible and we are therefore unable to report that any such part of the property is free from defect. 

 

Please note that John Loades is a Chartered Structural Engineer,  a member of the Institution of Structural Engineers and 
has more than 30 years’ experience assessing building defects, and leads a team of practiced and knowledgeable  Structural 
Engineers. 

 


